                                 PARAGRAPH (OPINION CRITERIA)
	Band
	Score
	ORGANIZATION
	CONTENT 
	GRAMMAR
	LEXIS

	Excellent User
	
9-10
	· Produces a fully coherent and cohesive paragraph making full and appropriate use of a well-structured organizational pattern and a wide range of cohesive devices. 

· Well-organized with a clear structure (introduction, body, conclusion). 

· Topic sentence and closing sentence are both stated clearly and placed correctly.

	· Produces a well-developed paragraph that fully addresses one main idea to answer the question at hand.

· There is appropriate number of supporting sentences. Well-chosen examples and explanations supporting the opinion. 

· Exemplifications/details/reasoning are well-developed. 

	· Has a wide range of level-appropriate grammatical structures almost always used accurately.

· Mistakes are minor and infrequent.
	· . Sophisticated range of level-appropriate vocabulary.

· Semantically appropriate use of words.

· Control over word forms.
Almost impeccable spelling.

	Good User
	7-8
	· Produces a coherent and cohesive paragraph making satisfactory use of an organizational pattern and a range of cohesive devices but may be mechanical or formulaic in places. 

· There are some minor structural issues. 

· Topic sentence and closing sentence are both stated clearly and placed correctly.
	· Produces a well-developed paragraph which sufficiently addresses the question at hand.

· Clear opinion with minor lapses.

· There is an adequate number of supporting sentences.

· Exemplifications/details/reasoning are satisfactory.
	· Has a good command of level-appropriate grammatical structures with a satisfactory range.

· Some mistakes exist, but they do not lead to misunderstanding.
	· Sufficient range of level-appropriate vocabulary.

· Semantically satisfactory use of words.

· A few word formation errors. Spelling mostly accurate with a few errors.

	Fair User
	5-6
	· Produces a relatively coherent and cohesive paragraph with a basic organizational pattern, using some cohesive devices. 

· Adequately organized but lacks clear structure. 

· Topic sentence and closing sentence are both stated clearly and placed correctly.
	· Produces a paragraph which provides basic coverage of the question at hand.

· Opinion is somewhat clear but not well-expressed.

· Adequate examples and explanations, but some are unclear or irrelevant.

· Exemplifications/details/reasoning may be repetitive or insufficient.
	· Has a limited range of level-appropriate grammatical structures or has a satisfactory range but with limited accuracy.

· Mistakes may hinder communication, although meaning can be discerned from context with little effort.
	· Acceptable range of level appropriate vocabulary.

· Some words may be semantically misused.

· Some word formation errors that do not impede understanding. Noticeable errors in spelling.

	Poor User
	3-4
	· Produces a simple paragraph-like structure using only high frequency cohesive devices (i.e., pronouns and linking words).

· Poorly organized, difficult to follow. Topic sentence and/or closing sentence is unclear and weak.
	· Produces writing which partially addresses the question at hand or contradicts it.

· Opinion is unclear.

· Few examples or explanations are unclear or irrelevant.

· Exemplifications/details/reasoning are underdeveloped and repetitive.
	· Has an unsatisfactory range of level-appropriate grammatical structures. 

· Frequent language errors may affect understanding throughout.
	· Limited range of level appropriate vocabulary

· Semantically misused words may predominate. 
· Frequent errors of word formation that confuse meaning.
· Too many spelling errors

	Very Poor User
	1-2
	· Produces a simple written text (not in paragraph form)

· No clear organization. Topic sentence and/or closing sentence is missing.
	· Produces a simple written text that shows minimal coverage of the question at hand.

· No clear opinion.

· Supporting sentences are almost non-existent.

	· Range and/or accuracy of grammar structures fall significantly short. 

· Errors impede understanding
	· Range and accuracy of lexis fall significantly short with many errors

	
	0
	NOT ENOUGH OF A SAMPLE TO GRADE
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